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Literacy Support 

 

If you have an interest in reading 
then consider joining a scheme set 

up to encourage primary school 
children to discover the love of 

books. 
 

Volunteers are needed to train as 
mentors and meet the increasing 

demand in schools in West 
Berkshire. You’ll experience the 
rewards of watching the children 
gain confidence as they learn in 

sessions of reading, talking and 
playing games. 

 
No special skills are required, just 
lots of patience, a love of reading 

and an interest in supporting 
children. Ideally volunteers will 

commit to an hour and a half twice 
a week during term time, but once 

a week will be considered. 
 
 

 

Ref NY769 

 

Volunteer Face to Face 

Befriender 
 

Isolation has become more 

prevalent over the Covid period 

and some local people who are 

blind or visually impaired need 

support to get out and about. 

 

In this role, you will encourage 

a visually impaired person to 

get out and socialise or to 

engage in face to face 

friendships at home. You may 

go for a walk, to a coffee shop 

or do other activities in the 

local area. Mileage and limited 

expenses are paid. 

 

The role would suit friendly 

volunteers with empathy and 

good listening skills. Training 

will be provided. 
 
 

Ref NY2224 

 
 

  

Shop Volunteer 
 

A charity maintains a documentary 
and photographic record of textiles 

located throughout the UK. The 
charity is running a ‘pop up’ shop 
in Newbury selling donated items 
of a specialist needlecraft nature, 

textile books, kits, rug making 

items and promotional items. 
 

Volunteers are required to assist 
with customer service, stock 

display and control, preparation of 
items for sale and helping in the 

bookshop. The charity is also 
interested in hearing from you if 

you can undertake repair and 
cleaning of vintage sewing 

machines. 
 

The role would suit friendly and 
reliable volunteers who can give a 
few hours a week. The shop will be 

open Tuesdays to Saturdays, 
initially for a period of six months. 

 Ref NY2235 

 
Exercise Therapy Assistants 

 

Many disabled people find it 

difficult to take as much exercise 
as they want – but a therapy 

centre in Thatcham is working to 
solve that problem for disabled 
people across West Berkshire. A 
specialised gym, equipped with 

power-assisted exercise 
equipment, is running as a not 

for profit venture. 
 

You could help by joining a small 
team of volunteers who provide a 
warm welcome to people using 

the centre. This will include 

booking them in, showing them 
round the centre and providing 

encouragement. Ideal for 
personable volunteers who are 
good at making conversation. 

 

Ref NY1439 
 

Fundraiser 
 

A charity that provides 

assistance dogs to people 

with visual impairment is 

seeking volunteers to assist 

their fundraising team locally. 

 

The time commitment can be 

very flexible, and the team 

organise events throughout 

the year. There is the 

opportunity to be involved in 

street collections, help on 

stalls at local events and take 

collection boxes to local 

businesses. 

 

The role would suit volunteers 

with good communication 

skills who enjoy being part of 

a team.  
 

Ref NY2087 
 

 

Walk Leaders 

 

Improve your health and 
wellbeing whilst sharing 

some of West Berkshire’s 

beautiful country and town 
locations with others. There 
is a timetable of walks that 

take place across the district 
and of varying length and 

pace. 
 

As a volunteer walk leader, 

you could get involved in 
scheduled walks, or perhaps 

plan your own. By giving 

just a little time, you could 
help yourself and others get 

active and healthy. 
 

Ref NY1451 
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