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There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven:Ecc.3:1 
Dear Friends 
By the time you read this, most of you will already know that my ministry 
will be continuing in another place and that my final service amongst you 
will be on 7 July, 5.30, at St Mary’s, Beenham. If it’s not too short notice 
and you are free, it would be lovely to see you there! 
My association with this benefice pre-dates its coming together in 2005; as 
far back as the early 90s I started attending the Aldermaston, Brimpton and 
Wasing churches so my young daughter could attend Sunday School. In the 
way of churches, I was soon on the Aldermaston PCC as Treasurer and in 
the York Nativity Play as First Maid!  
Despite living in Baughurst, I always felt part of the Aldermaston            
community, made good friends and attended many events, both in the village 
and connected with church. Over the years, I came to feel that I wanted to 
serve God in additional ways, but nothing seemed clear. Revd Des Foote, 
who arrived following the formation of this new, improved benefice, asked 
if I would consider Authorisation to Preach in 2008. However, not content 
with that, he later asked if I thought God wanted me to investigate a call to      
Ordination. As I’ve said previously, there didn’t seem to be a good reason to 
say No! 
I then embarked on the most amazing period of my life which culminated in 
being Ordained for Local Ministry in 2015 and a new role amongst you. I 
cannot begin to explain how much this has meant to me, how much support I 
have received, how much love has been shared. It has been a joy, privilege 
and pleasure to serve God and all the lovely people of this benefice, whether 
inside the church or not. But, to use a cliché, all good things come to an end 
since there is, indeed, a time for everything. 
In the same way that I didn’t see Ordination on the horizon, I couldn’t see 
my ministry being elsewhere but it now seems right, and exciting, to move 
on. Once again, I am trusting that God knows what he is doing and that we 
will all continue to grow in love for him and each other, each serving him in 
the way which is right for us, in the place we are meant to be. 
I have so much to be thankful for, so many memories and friendships to   
carry with me into the next stage of my ministry. I will miss you all and trust 
God that you will continue in the fellowship, the breaking of the bread and 
the prayers as we’ve always done. 
Thank you for your trust and belief in me; may God bless you all as we    
embark into a new season.    
      With my love and prayers, Janice 
 

To everything turn, turn, turn 
There is a season turn, turn, turn 
And a time to every purpose 
Under heaven 
 The Byrds 
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Don’t forget to visit the Benefice web site 
www.awb.org.uk 

From the Register: 
 

Baptisms and Services of Thanksgiving 

12th May Mia-Paisley Hosey          Aldermaston 
12th May Alexander John Steven Savage        Wasing 
19rh May George Martin Arnold         Woolhampton 
 

Weddings, Renewal of Vows and Blessings of Marriage 
24th May Andrew Hardie and Laura Lockwood-Goose      Wasing 
25th May Alistair Hewit and Maria Withers       Woolhampton 
28th May Matthew Turner and Chloe Boulter       Wasing 
31st May Oliver Bryant and Ceinwen Hopkins       Wasing 
5th June David Searle and Mickayla McDaniel       Wasing 
7th June Tom Johnson and Hayley Theobald       Wasing 
8th June Richard Thompson and Becca Watson       Midgham 
 

Funerals, Burials and Burial of Ashes   
16th May  Michael Inwood        Midgham  
 

 All details correct at time of going to print.   

THIS MAGAZINE 

A fter several months of planning, a new style joint magazine will be   
delivered to every household in the villages of Aldermaston, Beenham, 

Brimpton, Midgham, Wasing and Woolhampton.  The glossy A5 magazine 
will be in full colour with 48-pages of articles and local information. 
 
 To send articles for the magazine in the villages of Aldermaston, Brimpton 
and Wasing and whole Benefice related items please send copy to        
brimptoncommon@aol.com. 
 

To send articles for the magazine in the village of Beenham send to Pat   
Owen  -patowen0@hotmail.com. 
For Midgham and Woolhampton copy to—henderson.sarah.c@outlook.com 
 

Please note the deadline for receipt of articles is noon on 15 th of each 
month.  There is no guarantee that copy received after this date will be     
included. 
 
Enquiries to advertise in the magazine should be send to 
awb.benefice@gmail.com  

Happy reading. 

mailto:brimptoncommon@aol.com
mailto:awb.benefice@gmail.com
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  SERVICES FOR JULY 
 
 
 
     

7th July      Trinity 3 
Aldermaston   08:00  Holy Communion BCP 
Aldermaston   10:45  Family Service 
Beenham    17:30  Holy Communion 
Brimpton    09:15  Holy Communion 
Midgham    09:15  Morning Worship 
Woolhampton   11:00  Pet Service 
   
11th July     Thursday 
Midgham    09:30  Monthly  Communion 
   
14th July      Trinity 4 
Aldermaston   10:45  Holy Communion 
Beenham    09:15  Family Communion 
Midgham    18:00  Evensong 
Woolhampton   11:00  Family Communion 
   
21st July     Trinity 5 
Aldermaston   10:45  Family Communion 
Beenham    09:15  Morning Worship 
Brimpton    10:45  Morning Worship 
Midgham    09:15  Holy Communion 
Woolhampton   11:00  Holy Communion 
   
28th July      Trinity 6 
Beenham    09:15  Family Service 
Midgham    09:15  Family Communion 
Wasing    10:45  Family Communion 
Woolhampton   11:00  Family Service 
 
4th August      Trinity 7 
Beenham    09:15  Morning Worship 
Brimpton    09:15  Family Communion 
Woolhampton, in school 11:00  Family Communion 
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  ST MATTHEW’S CAFÉ  

Do come and join us on the first Thursday of the month for 
tea and cakes, chat and a story.  Date 4th July 
      1st August 
 Place – St Matthew’s church, Midgham  
Time-  3 pm to 4.30pm 
 
 For more information or if you need transport : Rev Janice Macdonald   
0118  9813590  jmacdonald.awb@gmail.com 

Benefice Communion 
To say a fond farewell to  

Rev Janice  and give thanks for her ministry 
with us on 

Sunday 7th July at 5.30pm 
at St Mary’s Beenham 

 Followed  by refreshments in the church 
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SPIRITUAL AND PASTORAL CARE IN THE BENEFICE 

D o you feel a spiritual hole which needs filling in your life? Would you  
appreciate the chance to chat informally over a cup of tea and cake?   In 

addition to services at our  village churches on Sunday, our benefice offers 
the following activities to which  everyone is welcome: 
St Matthew’s café  - an informal gathering with tea and cakes and a story on 
the First Thursday of the month at St Matthew’s Midgham between 3.00 and 
4.30 pm. 
Communion Service – a quiet service at Watermill Court at 3.30pm on the 
third Wednesday of every month followed by tea and cake – Phone Jane 
Manley for details of venue. 
Prayer – A small and completely confidential group meets every month to 
hold those in need in prayer.  If there is someone or something you would 
like us to support through prayer do let us know. 
Benefice Pastoral Team 
The Benefice has a pastoral team made up of both lay and clergy members 
from our villages who have particular gifts and have also received training in 
pastoral work.   
If you, or someone you care for, are particularly in need of support and 
would like one of the team to visit, either to receive a home communion or 
simply chat,  please don’t    hesitate to get in touch with us. Just phone or e-
mail Jane Manley 0118 9712891 jmanley.awb@gmail.com who will find the 
best person for you. 
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ST PETER’S  
WOOLHAMPTON 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Some great events coming up to 
raise money for ‘InSpired’ the 

fund for repairs to the church spire and restoration of 
the bells. 
 
Concert – Sunday 30th June at 7.00pm with canapes from 6.15pm in    
St Peter’s Church.  With music by Daniel & Sandra Nicolls and the    
Enharmonic Choir. 
 
Summer Flower Arranging Workshop – Wednesday 3rd July 9.30am-
12.30pm at Douai Pavilion with Lindsey Kitchin of the White Horse 
Flower Company and flowers supplied by Jill Houston of Little Park 
Flowers.  Spaces limited, £70 per person. 
 
The Teddy Bear Sleepover – Bring your teddy or other stuffed toy for 
a sleepover at the Church on Saturday 6th July at 5.00pm.  There will be 
refreshments, bedtime stories and then we will tuck them up for the 
night…I hope they behave!       
Collection will be on Sunday 7th at 
10.30-10.45am.  £2 per teddy. 
 
Why not bring your pet with you 
and stay on for the Pet Service that 
follows? 
 
Pet’s Service – all pets very       
welcome! 
On Sunday 7th July at 11.00am 

 
 
 

Please contact Kate Moir on kate@ferrises.co.uk for any further details 

WOOLHAMPTON 

mailto:kate@ferrises.co.uk
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Woolhampton Village Hall – July 2019 
 
Art Group   Monday 1,8,15,22,29   2.00pm 
Bowls    Friday 5,12,19,26   3.00pm 
Coffee morning  Wednesday 10    10.30am 
The Fitness League Thursday 4,11,18,25   10.00am 
HIIT    Monday 1,8,15,22,29 7.2  5pm 
Lunch Club   Wednesday 3,24    12.30pm 
Market   Saturday 6    10.00am 
Parish Council  Tuesday 16    7.30pm 
Pilates (morning)  Wednesday 3    8.45am 
Pilates   Monday 1,8,15,22,19   6.35pm 
Seniors Social Club Wednesday 24    12.30pm   
Stroke Care   Tuesday 2,9,16,23,30   9.45 am 
Tea dance   Thursday 4,18    2.00pm 
Toddler Group  Monday 1,8,15,22,29   9.30am 
Whist    Thursday tbc    2.00pm 
WI    Tuesday 9    7.45pm 
Zumbafit   Monday 1,8,15,22,29   5.45pm 
  
 
For contact details of the above groups or to hire the hall, please 
contact Emma Smith on 0118 9714062 or loreal1975@hotmail.com 
(Woolhampton residents receive reduced charges for party bookings.) 

NATURE NOTES 

M any years ago my husband asked some 
guests how they had slept.  ‘Fine’ they 

replied, ‘until the birds work us up screaming 
their heads off!’  A great appreciation of the 
glorious dawn chorus!  But I was reminded of 
it recently when, under the weather, I was 
bombarded by the local thrushes from half-
past three.  Well, it seemed like it anyway.  If 
thrushes are in decline we make up for it   
locally and it’s lovely to see and hear them in our gardens in all their    
speckled beauty.  I look forward to hearing   skylarks, (which I have had a 
report of) and yellow hammers as frequently again.    
         Stella Nesbit 

mailto:loreal1975@hotmail.com
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Quiz Night – Friday 11th October is a date to put in your 
diary as our annual Church Quiz is being staged in         
Woolhampton Village Hall, commencing at 7-00pm.       
Families, or groups of friends, are invited to get a team     
together (maximum of six people) to pit their wits against 
other teams in a fun evening of general knowledge.  Watch 
out for further details nearer the time  

CELEBRATION OF VE DAY 2020 

I t will not have escaped your notice that in May 2020 there will be national 
events held over 3 days to celebrate and commemorate VE Day 1945. 

Hopefully, it has also not escaped your notice, via posters on all the notice 
boards in the village, that we (i.e. you and your families) want to join in by 
creating our own village social events. This will obviously take a lot of    
organisation and it can’t start too soon. To make it appeal to the whole   
community of all ages, it would be great if we could get help with promoting 
ideas, organising, liaising and whatever else it takes to create a special event. 
By email as a preference, please contact Nikki(njordan15@talktalk.net) or 
Terry (terry.vallis@outlook.com) with your  offers of ideas, help, support, 
etc. we really need your input. 

WOOLHAMPTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL – JULY 2019 

O ne of the great things about our school that our children particularly 
enjoy is the range of extracurricular clubs on offer to them. There is lots 

of variety with something for everyone.  Performance club and the choir are 
busy rehearsing for the production of ‘We Will Rock You’.  If the snippets 
that I have heard are anything to go by, then we are in for a treat!  Our 

younger children have been developing their green fingers at  
gardening club with flowers and vegetables growing well.  
Some hopefully sunny weather is the perfect time to appreciate 
our links with Douai Park as we use the field for rounders and 
cricket.  The children are having lots of fun in science club and 

often measure the success of an experiment by the amount of mess made!   
We are so lucky that our fantastic staff offer their lunch breaks and after 
school time to give these opportunities to our children – thank you!   
If you have a skill or interest that you would like to share then we would 
love to hear from you. 
We are delighted that our new website has been launched.  Do have a look at 
www.woolhamptonschool.org if you would like to learn more about our 
school and keep up to date with our news. 
            Lottie Wadsworth, parent governor 

mailto:njordan15@talktalk.net
mailto:terry.vallis@outlook.com
http://www.woolhamptonschool.org
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ANNUAL SHOW (SATURDAY 10TH AUGUST) 

N ow in its 19th year, the show schedule and entry forms are currently 
available only as a paper copy and it is hoped to have them also    

downloadable from the parish council website. They can also be picked up at 
the July and August village markets (6th and 3rd, respectively) and the July 
and August Coffee Mornings (10th and 7th) and the Village shop. 
For further information, or if you have difficulty in obtaining schedule or 
entry form, please contact Cathy on 0118 9713637. Completed forms can be 
handed in to the Village Shop, the village market and at the coffee morning. 
Even if you don’t enter any of the classes, please make a note in your diary 
to come along and support this annual social event. You never know, it 
might inspire you for next year! 

VILLAGE MARKET 

T he next Market is on Saturday 6th July in the Village 
Hall from 10am to 12 noon. No matter what the    

weather, there’s always a great welcome at the Market and 
you are invited to come and relax with a nice cup of tea,  
coffee or orange squash, or whatever. Free entry. Many   
bargains to be had at the great variety of stalls and charity stalls. 

WOOLHAMPTON ON A WEDNESDAY (COFFEE MORNING) 

T his regular monthly event is held on the second Wednesday of the 
month, the next being on Wednesday 10th July from 10.30am to 

12noon. No format, no pressure, stay as long as you wish (or are able to). 
There is always plenty of reading material if you just want tea or coffee in a 
quiet environment. 

WOOLHAMPTON SENIORS CLUB 

T he June meeting was a talk on the Woolhampton Fire Engine, among 
other topics, by our always entertaining local historian John Trigg, 

which was thoroughly enjoyed by everybody. The July meeting on the 24 th is 
to be arranged but of course there will be afternoon tea 
whatever, and there is also a return river trip arranged 
on the 13th from Caversham Bridge to Mapledurham. 
If you wish to join the club or know more details, 
please contact Joyce Walter (Tel.9713432). 
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BEENHAM 

BAND ON THE REC 
Friday 19 July At 7.30pm 

Beenham Wind Orchestra is again performing on the Recreation Ground in 
the middle of Beenham on Friday 19th July, from 7.30pm until it is too dark 

to read the music. 
Do come with your friends, chairs, sun hats etc, and enjoy a summer’s   

evening of village entertainment.   
There is plenty of parking, and there will be a beer tent and the BBQ in aid 

of the Reading Refugee Support Group. 
There will be songs sheets available so you can enjoy singing along in 

Beenham Proms style! 
We are also going to revive the Beenham Village Photo, just after the       

interval. 
ALL VERY EXCITING!! 

supported by Beenham Village Events (B.V.E.) 
if you have any questions please contact email: patowen0@hotmail.com or 

call 07947478840 
 

BEENHAM FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 
 

*   Are you over 55? 
 
* Are you looking for a friendly local social club that     
 meets once a month? 
 
*   Are you also looking for the opportunity to go on day  

    trips in the summer? 

 
Then look no further!  Come and try us. 
We are a friendship group that meets on the third Wednesday of each month.  
From April to September our monthly get together is a coach trip, and destinations 
this year will include Beaulieu, Abingdon to Oxford Boat Trip, Cotswold Wildlife 
Park, Bournemouth and Bourton on the Water. 
In October we resume our monthly meetings at the Victory Hall in Beenham, for a 
chat and refreshments, entertainment or guest speakers starting at 2 p.m. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more, do please ring Tina on 01635 826154 or 
Robin on 0118 9713715 who will be happy to help.                               

mailto:patowen0@hotmail.com
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BEENHAM WIND ORCHESTRA 

W e rehearse every Friday in term time from 7.30pm to 9.45pm in   
Beenham School. Do join us if you play a wind instrument (string 

bass or percussion).  
For more information, please contact Simon Witcomb on 01635 869869 
(work) 0118 9712210 (home) or simon@witcombs.co.uk 

*BEENHAM’S TEA PARTY * 
Come along for a chat, cup of tea or coffee and a delicious 

slice of cake. 
ON: Tuesday 30th July 
And then Tuesday 27th August and  
Tuesday 24th September  

IN: Beenham Club, Picklepythe Lane, RG7 5NT 
FROM: 2 – 4pm     Everyone from 0 – 100+ welcome 
If anyone would be willing to offer to help with the tea party it would be 
lovely to hear from you.  It takes a few hours on the last Tuesday in the 
month from 1pm – 4pm.   

Don’t stay at home alone!      
Call Pat on 07947478840 for a lift 

BEENHAM WI 

W e had a wonderful meeting hearing about the history and mission of 
local charity The Charlie Waller Trust, based in Thatcham. Their   

focus is on training professionals in mental health awareness in young adults 
in particular, though their work extends from primary schools to colleges and 
even in the workplace.   
At our next meeting on 10 July we will be welcoming a speaker from      
Santander who will speak on the future of banking and avoiding fraud:     
visitors are welcome for the nominal sum of £3, and we meet at 7.30 in the 
Community Room in the school. 

Have you recently moved to the village? Becoming a 

member of WI is a great way to meet the locals and make 

new friends. We enjoy a range of  interesting speakers 

and activities at our meetings on the second Wednesday 

of the month as well as pub outings and other social 

events. We  organise daytime outings, run a monthly 

book club and ‘knit and  natter’ sessions. If you’d like to learn more, contact 

our president  Margaret Grannum on 9713944.  

mailto:simon@witcombs.co.uk
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BEENHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 

A nother school year is almost over and we have achieved such a lot at 
Beenham school. We began the summer term with the assistance of Dr 

Frankenstein’s wife who requested that the children make a new companion 
for Dr Frankenstein. The children worked alongside parents and their peers 
to create a companion out of a variety of materials, ensuring that it          
contained the correct body parts. The day was a great way to start of our 
new topic of ‘Healthy Me’ and lots of fun was had by everyone during this 
hands-on workshop. 
The children have had a science focus this term and have enjoyed            
opportunities to use our wonderful grounds to enhance their understanding 
of habitats. Some of the younger children have been able to go pond dipping 
in our pond and have enjoyed finding out about the creatures that live in the 
water. Our approach to cross-curricula learning has meant that the children 
have used their scientific knowledge to study the creatures before using their 
artistic talents to accurately sketch them. With the better weather arriving, 
our youngest children have been taking advantage of our surroundings with 
their weekly forest school sessions. They have studied mini beasts in their 
natural habitats and are becoming increasingly familiar with the names of 
plants, insects and trees.  
Meanwhile, the older children in the school have been rehearsing for our 
summer production of Joseph and His Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. We 
would like to invite villagers to attend our dress rehearsal on Monday 1st 

July at 1pm. Please call Mrs Sharp in the school office if you would like to 

attend. Telephone 0118 9713397. 
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BEENHAM CLUB 

T he Club is available to hire for private parties/functions, you get the  
venue, Bar staff and LED lighting backdrop. 

We can also assist in planning your event if required.  We have our own  
Karaoke equipment which is available at extra cost. 
Just let us know your requirements and we will try to accommodate you. We 
can be contacted via Email, webpage "contact us form", telephone, visit the 
club or Facebook 
Our Live Music & Acoustic Nights continue to go from strength to strength 
- Do you play an instrument? Sing? Enjoy a relaxed evening listening to  
others? Then this is the evening for you! We welcome anybody to come 
along, join in and show us your talent. Usually 3rd Saturday of every 
month – check website or Facebook for any changes. 
FORTH COMING EVENTS:  
Sat 29th June - FLASHBACK – Rock ‘n’ Roll band Flashback recapture 
all the excitement of the golden age of Rock'n'Roll. 
Sat 10th Aug - BRIEFCASE BLUES BROTHERS - Internationally     
renowned tribute act who have performed their high energy act for over 15 
years, in the inimitable and enduring style of The Blues Brothers 
Sat 31st Aug - RIGSBY – Excellent covers band, another club favourite -          
Supporting drinkers singing habits since 1996 
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GARDENING CLUB 
Bucklebury & Marlston Horticultural Society – events July 2019 
This is a friendly group who meet in the Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury. We 
meet for talks and outings. Members also receive discounts at several local        
nurseries. 
Saturday 29th June Car outing to RHS gardens at Wisley. 
Saturday 13th July from 2pm – 4pm is the Summer Show 
For more information please contact John Wright 01635 863429 or Vivian Ward 
0118 9712581. New members are always welcome. 

BEENHAM PRE-SCHOOL 

A nyone walking past our building at the moment will probably hear a rousing 
chorus of our “Leavers’ Song” as we are busy practising for our end of year 

Family Fun Day which includes a Graduation Celebration for our children who are 
moving on to Primary School. Always an emotional time for staff and families.  
Staff are busy finalising their Learning Journeys and then we will be out delivering 
them to Primary Schools around the area. It is a great time to pause and applaud the 
progress the children have all made  during their time with us! 
We were very excited to host our first Mini Professors session with Rosa Tyson this 
month and from September we are pleased to announce that these Mini Professors 
sessions will be monthly. It is always great to have guests coming in to share their 
talents so watch this space for more announcements. We provide Mini Professors 
and Makaton lessons to our children with no charge to their families as we strongly 
feel that all children should be able to take part whatever their circumstances.  Watch 
this space for more announcements! 
We are now full but of course spaces will open up in September as the older children 
move on to school. A number of our children are now benefitting from our extended 
hours under the government’s 30 hours scheme.  We continue to offer a variety of 
activities such as Mini Professors, Makaton, PopUp Play Village, Outdoor           
Explorers, WriteDance, PE, Active AM, Music, Baking and more. We benefit    
hugely from our site shared with Beenham  Primary and our children regularly visit 
the Reception Class of the Primary school getting used to the school environment as 
preparation for their journeys onward to local primary schools. 
We are taking bookings for the 2019-20 year (and beyond !) so please do look at our 
Facebook page and Twitter feed (@beenhampre) if you would like to see more of 
what we have on offer and do get in touch if you would like to come and meet us ! 
To book a visit or to learn more please contact our Manager, Paula Read: : 07793 
116937  Email: info@beenhampreschool.org 

ART GROUP   
A friendly group of amateurs meets every Tuesday    9.45- 12.15 
Contact Sunny 9712255 

mailto:info@beenhampreschool.org
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BEENHAM VILLAGE MARKET 13TH JULY 2.00 -3.30PM.  
LAST MARKET UNTIL SEPTEMBER 

D on't forget there is NO Market in August, when we all take a well 
earned rest, so don't miss this one! 

Another popular market in June, our Pop Up, Linda of 
LJM Allsorts, had a fantastic selection of silk and  
cotton scarves, gloves, hand bags and other            
accessories, all at very reasonable prices - I spent too 
much but it was worth it! Just a reminder that she will 
also be returning for the October and  November  
Markets, so put it in your diary to check out           
prospective Christmas presents - never too early. 
We hope you will come and join us to indulge in our stall holder Karen's 
pastries both sweet and savoury and cakes. Louisa will definitely be back 
selling her delicious cupcakes and I hope you will come to try both our    
ladies’ tasty treats. We will also have our hugely popular 'green' 
stall Thatcham Refillable. Lydia from Lonely Lentil was as popular as ever, 
but will be taking a break from the Market on a regular basis although      
returning when she can manage to fit us in. I will let you all know when this 
will be.  

Our regular stall holders including Hazel's house-
hold goods and pet food now providing a small 
selection of preserves, eggs and cakes. Pre-loved  
jewellery, Alan's DIY, Sylvia's Crafts and 
Maureen and Dave's stall of handmade cards and 
knitted toys have joined us along with the Halls's 
Bric a Brac stall usually run by Frances. Our 
young helpers also continue to tempt us with 
their homemade cakes, teas and coffees whilst 
you meet up with your friends for a chat.  

All help is greatly appreciated to keep this village event going, including 
helping to set up and pack away. Contact Nola for set up times. So come 
along to meet the new faces, arrange to catch up with your friends and  
neighbours for conversation, coffee, tea and cake. Browse the new and     
regular stalls for a bargain or buy some treats for Sunday tea. Don't forget 
the raffle, a selection of fun prizes usually including a bottle of wine! 
New stall holders are always welcome, the only charge is 10% of stall    
holders'    takings to Village Hall funds, no sales no charge. Please contact  
Nola Rice-Wood on nolesandfrank@hotmail.co.uk  or 9714822 for details or 
to arrange a booking for all kinds of parties, events or meetings. We thank 
you for supporting your Village Hall and look forward to seeing you at the 
subsequent market on the 14th September, to which all are welcome. 
 

mailto:nolesandfrank@hotmail.co.uk
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For our June meeting Matt Biggs talked about some of the great 
gardeners who can give us inspiration and highlighted some of the 
things that made them stand out as 'great' but also covered some 
of their idiosyncrasies. He then gave examples of the lessons that 
we could learn from them. It was a very informative and well 

researched talk. Plants were provided by Paul Barney of Edulis Plants. As usual he 
brought a wonderful range of interesting and unusual plants which were quickly 
snapped up. 
Our next meeting is on July 9th at Bradfield Village Hall 7.30pm, when Graham 
Talbot will be talking on Growing Dahlias and Sweet Peas my Way. Graham is a 
local speaker who lectures at the Berkshire College of Agriculture. He knows our 
venue as he is a regular judge for the Bradfield Village Produce Show. His growing 
skills are renowned in the area as he often wins prizes at various shows. His talk will 
be one of real interest for anyone who wants to know how to get the best out of your 
plants. 
Englefield Garden Centre will be providing the plant tables for this month so it 
will be an opportunity to fill any gaps that you might have. 
 Entry is £10 or £4 for members and you can join on the night (£9 for an individual, 
good value if you come more than once!). Full details of all the membership       
categories are on the club's NEW WEBSITE at https://bradfieldgardeningclub.org  
Do come and join us. 
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MIDGHAM 

 

MIKE INWOOD 

M ike was born at Burghclere on 19/07 1947 and died 
at home on 23/04/ 2019. He spent all of his life at 

Button Court Farm. Firstly as a child in the farm house, 
then moving into a caravan when he got married, then into 
the farm cottage and eventually into the bungalow which 
he converted from the old cow shed in 2001. This is where 
he spent the rest of his life. 
Mike went to Midgham primary school, then on to the 
Kennet school, which he left in 1962. He then started 
working on the farm as the tractor driver. 
In 1966, Mike married Pru and their son Andrew was born 
the same year. 
The family managed to purchase Button Court Farm in the mid 1970’s and Mike 
took over the running of it from his father in 1978. He promptly gave up the milk 
round and increased the milk herd considerably. In 2000 he gave up the milking 
cows, after it became impossible to survive milking on small farms. At this time he 
decided to take life a bit easier by keeping sucker cows, selling hay and doing odd 
jobs for other people. Mike had also done many other jobs throughout his life,  
keeping pigs, rearing beef cattle and butchering pork, beef and lambs for sale. He ‘d 
also done contract work for other people. 
Mike was a real character who will be remembered by many for his trademark   
tractor, hat and his pipe. He will be sadly missed.      Andrew Inwood 
 
The family also gave us the extension to the churchyard, consecrated in 1997 
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MIDGHAM  ORGAN RECITAL BY CHRISTOPHER BRAGG 

T he fifth organ recital on the restored organ in St Matthew’s Midgham was given 
by Chris Bragg on Friday 31st May 2019.  The thirty or so people who came to 

hear him were delighted by his choice of programme and his sensitivity and        
musicality in the delivering of it.  
Most organists choose to include in their recitals at least one piece by JS Bach, and 
this recital was not an exception, but the piece chosen, the Chorale Prelude ‘Ich ruf 
zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ’, was unusual in that, although written by JSB, it was      
arranged by his son, CPE Bach, whose Fantasia and Fugue in C Minor completed 
the programme. In fact the whole programme had a strong Bach theme without   
containing anything written solely by him. The central item was Felix                 
Mendelssohn’s Opus 37 which contains three preludes and fugues, all played      
exquisitely. Chris introduced each piece with a short talk about it and its composer, 
Mendelssohn being responsible for the discovery and publication of Bach’s works 
which, for nearly a hundred years, had remained almost unknown. The other      
composers included were  Jean-Phillipe Rameau, a Frenchman who was an almost 
exact contemporary of JS Bach, and Johann Christian Kittel who was one of JSB’s 
pupils. I particularly liked the third of Kittel’s four variations of the chorale ‘Straf 
mich nicht in deinem Zorn’ for which Chris chose a registration of delicate high 
pitched flutes on both manuals. I can’t quite work out how he did it! 
Chris came all the way from St Andrews, Fife, where he is Head of Programming at 
the University of St Andrews Music Centre and Artistic Director of St Andrews 
Organ Week, as well as being organist of St Salvador’s Episcopal Church in      
Dundee. Thankfully he clearly enjoyed playing our organ as he was fulsome in his 
praise for it. We in turn are very grateful to him for showing it off so beautifully, as 
we are to the members of the St Matthew’s congregation who so generously       
provided wine and nibbles after the recital to complete a delightful evening. 
                  Richard Foster 

A  very successful afternoon was had recently at the 
garden of Fayleen and Tony Billington, good 

weather, a wonderful garden and excellent tea made it 
a most successful event, thank you to the Billingtons. 
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GOING TO THE PICTURES 

J ust watched “A Night To Remember” again, it is one of 
my favourite films.  The first time I came across it was 

going into the “Central” cinema in Reading on Friar Street - 
ironically to see “Carry On Cruising”.   We also went to the 
“Odeon” on Cheapside too, although I can’t recall now which 
picture we saw, and I think we went to the “Gaumont” on 
Oxford Road – although there too, I can’t be certain. 
Sometimes we’d go into Reading by train, stopping at       
Aldermaston, Theale, and occasionally Reading West – 
where looking out of the window, there was a poster for a 
film starring Rip Torn – I thought it was a joke, and only 
found out it was his name, many years later.  He appeared in the ‘Men In Black’ 
films, but I can’t recall now which film he was in at the time I saw that poster – I 
think maybe it was “King of Kings” in 1961, which I did see. 
Often our trips to the cinema would follow a bit of shopping, and we’d go in to see 
the film part way through, and then leave for home when we reached the same 
scenes next time around.  We would leave mostly in the evening, and make our way 
back to the railway station, to catch a bus home, as the train service, good though it 
was, didn’t always coincide with us leaving the pictures!  The last train that stopped 
at Midgham in 1961 left Reading at 8 o’clock-ish, or 9-30. 
So, on the regular Thames Valley service, whether upstairs or downstairs, I usually 

fell asleep on the way home - somewhere up 
Castle Hill, and before I knew it Dad was   
waking me up to get off at Woolhampton, and 
we’d make our way home up New Road Hill.  
This walk in the fresh air up to Midgham Green 
and Button Court Farm was a bit of a trial for a 
youngster, and it seemed longer in the dark!  Of 
course, when I was about 5 or 6, I could hitch a 
ride on Dad’s shoulders, as I’m sure many of us 
have done, but I was barred from that when I 
reached double figures!! 

Neither Reading nor Newbury had one of those multi-screen complexes back then, 
so it was a straightforward single screen, and either stalls or circle to view.  The only 
picture house I recall in Newbury was “The Forum”, and I seem to recall a couple of 
school friends used to go there for ABC Minors on a Saturday – taking the bus from 
a stop near the “Bladebone” pub and back. 
Reading cinemas in the 50s and 60s included “The Central”, “Odeon”, “Gaumont”, 
together with six other cinemas spread across the town from the “Granby” on     
London Road to the “Savoy” in Basingstoke Road, with some surviving longer than 
others.   In Newbury – apart from “The Forum”, I think there was “The Regal”,  
although there may have been others. 
What set me reminiscing about trips to the ‘flicks’ was driving past one of the few 
remaining ‘traditional’ cinemas near where we live now.  We did go to the pics a fair 
bit in the 50s and 60s, and I still love black & white films!! 
         Rodger Bradley 
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BELLS AND BELLRINGERS 

B ells have been hung in church towers for hundreds of years and during the   
Medieval Period were chimed during religious ceremonies and for civic and 

personal reasons. 
After the Reformation bells were religiously redundant except for a chiming bell 
before services.  Elizabeth I encouraged bellringing and in the late 16th century 
young gentlemen took up ringing for exercise.  Bell fittings were improved allowing 
bells to ring full circle giving more control which allowed set patterns (or methods) 
to be performed. 
In the 17th and 18th centuries city wide societies were formed holding competitions 
and for public entertainment but this also encouraged gambling and drinking.  In the 
mid 18th and early 19th centuries outdoor celebrations with bonfires and bells lost 
the elite support and became a nuisance.  Ringing continued with working men and 
had nothing to do with religious services. 
Mid 19th century religious revival made churches solely religious buildings and the 
clergy took control of church buildings.  Some Oxford University clergy learned to 
ring and various Diocesan Guilds or Associations were formed and ringers recruited 
to see ringing as a religious duty. 
Nowadays ringers ring for services but also combine this as a hobby, visiting towers 
world wide or small mobile belfries specially made by enthusiasts and also ringing 
handbells. 
For more information and if you think you might like to try ringing contact Sarah 
Henderson. henderson.sarah.c@outlook.com 

 
MONTHLY  

 COFFEE MORNING 
in Brimpton church 

Drop in any time between 
9.15 a.m. – 10.45 a.m. 

on  
WEDNESDAY 10 JULY 

No gathering in August 
WEDNESDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER 

WEDNESDAY, 16 OCTOBER 
WEDNESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 
WEDNESDAY, 18 DECEMBER 

 

All ages welcome, from toddlers to grandparents, chatters to 
knitters  
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GENERAL INTEREST 

Please come for a 
SIMPLE LUNCH 

Wednesday 17th July, 
12.30 – 2.00 pm 

At Brimpton Lodge, 
RG7 4TG 

 
Donations to  

NEW LEAF and FAMILY  
MATTERS 

a project that supports offenders 
and their families  

in the Thames Valley 
 
I have worked with this project for a 
number of years and can thoroughly 
recommend it. I hope you will come 
and have lunch with me to support 
this excellent charity. 
 

Patricia Brims 

THE CHAPEL ROW FAYRE,  
The Green, Bucklebury RG7 6PD 

Saturday 24th August from 1 pm- 5pm.  
Free Admission & Parking 

 

Sheep Racing, Ferret Racing, Victorian 
FunFair, Dog Agility Display 
‘Alaska’ the Eagle, Dog Show, Many 
Craft stalls, Classic Cars, Tombola 
Graham’s Hog Roast, Beer Tent, 
Pimms Stand, Fantastic Raffle Prizes.   
Tea Tent & homemade Cakes.      , 
Live Prize Auction. Bouncy Castles. 
 

In aid of local charities: The Alexander 
Devine Children’s Hospice,  
Newbury’s Macmillan’s,    
West Berkshire Mencap, 
 Motor Neurone Disease  
Association and ABF Soldiers Charity. 
 

For more information and donations 

contact:  alexhaines83@hotmail.co.uk 
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KENNET OPERA 

 summer concert 
Friday 16 August, 7.30pm  

St Peter’s Church, Brimpton 
Presenting a selection of Verdi’s 

very greatest. 
Like Aida: “pomp and circumstance 

unmatched in all opera” –  
 or Don Carlos: “stupendous choral 
climaxes … the grandest of grand 

operas”.  
With full choruses and semi-staged 

excerpts. 
Tickets £12.50 

email secretary@kennetopera.co.uk 
to ensure you don't miss out. 

Or pay on door 

 GREAT EVENTS  AT BUCKLEBURY FARM & DEER SAFARI PARK 
We are going to be holding some great events this year for you all to enjoy. So, bring 
family and friends and join in the fun. Experience and learn new activities with the 
children, throughout Summer and Autumn...This is your chance to 'Go Wild' and 
create magical memories. 
Dates for the diary 
Woodland Wildlife Maize Maze – Opening Saturday 20th July -Family Fun Day                    
Woodland Spook Night – Opening Saturday 19th October 
Woodland Wildlife Maize Maze  
Opening Day 10.00am -8.00pm . Then normal opening hours throughout the summer 
Follow the trail through the Woodland Wildlife Maize Maze to discover the homes 
of the woodland friends, Stanley the Stag, Freddie Fox, Mary Mouse and Ola Owl. 
Join in the many woodland activities and enjoy the scrumptious food and music.  
Woodland Spook Night  
Pick and carve your own spooky pumpkin, then take a visit to the Haunted House 
and Critters Cave, not forgetting to stop to say hello to the Wicked Witch  
 
For more information about all of these super events and other exciting things      
happening at Bucklebury Farm and Deer Safari Park, visit our website at 
www.Buckleburyfarmpark.co.uk  
        Best wishes The team 

mailto:secretary@kennetopera.co.uk
http://www.buckleburyfarmpark.co.uk/
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MAGAZINE DEADLINE  
 

 15th JULY 
12 noon at the latest 

 

henderson.sarah.c@outlook.com 

CHAPEL ROW COMMUNITY  
SERVICE GROUP 

Beenham-Midgham-Woolhampton 
For details of services provided,   
requests and offers to help ring: 

0118 9713334 (Mrs Cardy)    
    between 9.30 and 11.30 am,  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday.  
Woolhampton Surgery Run:     
 Tuesdays—pick up  points:  

9.30 am Watermill Court & The Angel 

COPY can be sent to 
Beenham e-mail 
Pat Owen       9615860 
patowen0@hotmail.com 
Midgham 
Sarah Henderson   9713956 
henderson.sarah.c@outlook.com 
 

Woolhampton  
Kate Alexander  9712067 
katepalexander@hotmail.com 

 

Please send Word attachments in 
Times New Roman size 11 font with 
no formatting (i.e. tabs bullets etc)   

 

All advertising enquiries to 
Brenda Scott  0118 9713113 
awb.benefice@gmail.com 

MOBILE LIBRARY  
 
Beenham:  
Wednesday          July 3rd  & 24th         

Stoneyfields             3.30-4.15 
 
Woolhampton: 
Wednesday         July 17th  
Watermill Ct       10.25-11.10 
 
   

Midgham:    
Wednesday        July 17th  
 Goddard's Drive     9.45-10.10 

Welcome 
If you have recently moved into our   
community, we hope that you settle 
into your new home and surroundings    
quickly. Hopefully this magazine will 
help you to discover what’s going on in 
the area. You are especially welcome 
to come to any of the church services 
as listed in the magazine, and do please 
contact Rev Jane Manley on 9712891 
if you want to find out more. 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
The magazine is distributed without 
charge to homes and schools in the 
area. But financial contributions, how-
ever small, are gratefully received. If 
you would like to make a donation 
towards the magazine please contact 
Brenda Scott.0118 9713113  
awb.benefice@gmail.com 

THE BEENHAM SURGERY RUN 
Sponsored by the Parish Council takes 
patients from Beenham to Chapel Row 
Surgery on Monday and Friday       
mornings. 
Please make requests for this service to 
the Chapel Row Surgery. The         
volunteer drivers also collect and    
deliver  prescriptions to Beenham. 
We would welcome anyone willing to 
offer their time as a volunteer driver.  
If you are interested in becoming a 
driver please contact Marion         
Jameson 9713094 or email-
mazjames16@outlook.com 
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MINISTRY TEAM     
 
Benefice Administrator  
Brenda Scott      0118  9713113          awb.benefice@gmail.com 
The Rector   
Jane Manley     0118 9712891         jmanley.awb@gmail.com 
Curate (part time0 
Rev Janice Macdonald      0118  9813590          jmacdonald.awb@gmail.com 
Honorary Assistant Priest  
Rev Derek Spears       0118  9332722                dspears.awb@gmail.com                 
Licensed Lay minister 
Margaret Davison                   0118  9712810                mdavison.awb@gmail.com   
Wedding Administrator  
Samantha Cave  (part time)    07568 184704                 weddings.awb@gmail.com 
Michelle Galbreith 
Children's work co-ordinator 
Cara Smart                                                                      childrenswork.awb@gmail.com

 
St Peter’s, Brimpton 
Churchwarden: 
Brenda Scott,          9713113 
Treasurer: Bill Scott               9713113 
Secretary: Patricia Brims            9714085 
Flowers: Deborah Fry                 9713603  
 
St  Matthew’s, Midgham 
Churchwardens: 
Tony Billington,                    9713158 
Sarah Henderson,                        9713956 
Treasurer: Stewart Booth      
           9710252         
Secretary: Sarah Henderson                
           9713956 
Flowers: Sue Evans                    9713364  
 
St Peter’s, Woolhampton 
Churchwardens: 
Malcolm Large,          9712901 
Charles Davison,          9712810 
Treasurer: Prue Matchwick    
            01635 869742     
Secretary: Gill Sitch                   9713172 
Flowers: Stella Nesbit                9713140 

 
Aldermaston & Wasing 
Treasurer: Chris Goodchild                    
         9710430 
Secretary: Sandra Falkner   
          07725 760217  
 
St Mary the Virgin, Aldermaston 
Churchwardens: 
Chris Newman       9713525 
Teresa Thomas       9712662 
Flowers: Jeanne Hughes           9812289 
 
St Nicholas, Wasing 
Churchwarden: 
Colin Evans,         9813843  
St Mary’s, Beenham 
Churchwardens: 
George Dunford,                        9323637 
Tim Leblond         9714719 
Joint Treasurers:  
Simon Witcomb                         9712210 
Chris LeBlond                  9714719    
Secretary: Rosemary Maslen            
          9713824 
Flowers: Margaret Wheatley      9710260 
 

mailto:derekspears@compserve.com
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PIKE BROS 

Joinery and Cabinet Design 
PURPOSE MADE JOINERY IN 

SOFT AND HARD WOOD 
HANDMADE  

 Kitchens      Windows           Doors 
       Fitted and Freestanding Furniture 

    Wood turning   
 

 32 Bath Road, Midgham Tel: 9712664 

 
 

 

Old Briar Property 
Services Ltd 

 

 07973 732 055 
 

 
All Gas & Heating Services 

 

 
 

Boiler Installs & Replacements, 
 Heating Breakdown & Repairs 

Annual Boiler Servicing 
Gas Safe Registered 

 

 

Clive Cook Gas Safe Reg:191254 
 

www.oldbriar.com 
 

Old Briar Cottage Ashford Hill  

 

 

http://www.oldbriar.com
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Chimney 
sweep 

 
 
Brush and Vacuum 
Pots, Cowls, Caps &  
Birdguards fitted 
Chimney stacks repaired 
Brick Fireplaces built 
Fully Insured 

 
P Dollin 

 
Tel: 01635 871885 

Mobile: 07885 105006 
 

16 Westerdale, Thatcham, Berks., 
 RG19 3XA 

 
Email: pdd-services@hotmail.co.uk 
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HOUSEHOLD HEATING & HOT WATER SPECIALIST 
 

SMS HEATING LTD 
 

Tel: 0118  9714894 
 

Your Local Heating & Hot Water Engineer 
 

LPG, OIL, NATRUAL GAS, WARM AIR REPAIR, SERVICE.   
ONE STOP SOLUTION FOR ALL   HEATING, WATER, HOT WATER 

 

Email  info@smsheating.co.uk    Web:  www.smsheating.co.uk 

mailto:info@smsheating.co.uk
http://www.smsheating.co.uk/
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AREA SWEEP 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 

A PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP     
 SERVICE    

CLEAN RELIABLE BRUSH AND VACUUM 
FULLY INSURED  MANY YEARS  

 EXPERIENCE                               

AGA’S                                      
RAYBURNS                           
JETMASTERS 
ALL OPEN FIRES 
WOODBURNERS 
NEST REMOVALS 
OIL FIRED BOILERS 
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED 

CAPS AND COWLS SUPPLIED AND     
FITTED 

CALL DARREN 

01635 569195/07900398678 
  areasweep@btinternet.com 

 

PODIATRY—CHIROPODY 
TREAT YOUR FEET 

 
 

Orchard Life, Bath Road, Midgham 
& Chapel Row Surgery 

Professional treatments for variety of foot 
 problems including corns, hard skin, 

 ingrown toenails, diabetic feet, thickened 
 toenails and cracked heels. 

Emma Barrow, Podiatrist BSc (hons) 
HCPC  

01635 299149 or 0776 5996772 
treatyourfeet100@gmail.com 

www.treatyourfeet.org 

Seasoned 
LOGS to your WOODPILE 
Cut and split to your fire 

size. 
Full and Half loads 

available 
 

07836 223467  
please call for more details 
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Computer Problems? 

 Computer always crashing? 

 Worried about Viruses? 

 Installing Broadband? 

 Wireless Networking? 

 Computer running slowly? 

 Software not working? 

 Need an upgrade? 
 

If you need urgent help or  

just a chat with an expert call 

(0118)  9810800 
 

email: help@midgham.com 

Home or Business 

We can help 

NO FIX — NO FEE 

COSY COTTAGE CATTERY 
 

Holiday accommodation  
for your cat 

Small luxury heated  
country cattery 

with owners personal attention 
Inspection invited by appointment 

 

Keith & Lesley-Anne Howard 
0118 9712293 

 

 

E.A. Laming 

Flat roofing 
15 years 

Guarantee on all high  
performance felts  

also Tiling and Lead  
Repairs 

Phone 0118 9744701 
 

21 years experience 
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PAUL.S.WALDEN 
Painter & Decorator 

 

For all your painting and  
  decorating requirements 

 

City & Guilds Qualified 
Interior & Exterior 

 
 

25 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 

Tel No: 07802 578934 
 

COUNSELLING AND  
PSYCHOTHERAPY  

Confidential, professionally         
registered, and 20 years’ NHS    

experience. 
 Phone to book an assessment.  

07778 509594 

 GERALYN COLLINS  


